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Initiative for Early Childhood Education at Concordia University, Nebraska
June 7, 2026
Pre-Conference Opportunity (This Pre-Conference is an optional add-on opportunity to learn about resources from the Initiative for Early Childhood Education, as noted below. 
Location: St. John Lutheran Child Development Center in Seward, NE.
Cost: $30 – includes programming, snacks, and a light lunch.
Join the Initiative for Early Childhood Education to explore our online Independent Learning Series, which is designed to train and equip teachers in a variety of topics.
Pre-conference participants will engage in two of the Initiative's three web-based topics, each providing one and half hours of professional development. By completing the three-hour pre-conference sessions, participants will be equipped to support teachers and assistants in communicating play-based learning and building meaningful, Christ-centered connections.  
Pre-Conference topics include:
Talking with Parents About Play-Based Learning
This training helps staff clearly explain the value of play and respond to parent questions with confidence. Through role-playing and discussion, staff practice sharing how play supports development while listening to parents’ perspectives and building strong communication.
Partnering with Families Through Personal Faith Stories
This training equips staff to build Christ-centered relationships with families by creating space for sharing personal faith stories and experiences. Through reflection, Scripture-informed discussion, and collaboration, staff learn to listen with empathy, honor each family’s journey, and foster meaningful connections rooted in love, grace, and mutual respect.


Pre-Conference Schedule
9:00–9:15 AM | Registration & Welcome
9:15–10:45 AM | Talking with Parents About Play-Based Learning
11:00 AM–12:30 PM | Partnering with Families Through Personal Faith Stories
Preconference Fee: $30 per person, includes programming, snacks, and light lunch

Note: You can register for the Pre-Conference and regular EC Conference all together at the same time.
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